
Silicone Sealants Green Update
The EPA List of 17 Toxic Chemicals
The EPA list of 17 toxic chemicals was derived from the most heavily used Toxic
Release Inventory (TRI) reported pollutants. This list originated from the EPA’s 33/50
Program. Although this program was voluntary and was completed in 1999, government
and industry users continue to reduce their use of these hazardous chemicals.

All Construction Sealants are Not Environmentally Equal

A Case in Point:
District Post Office Project, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, August 2003
All Seal Waterproofing submitted Sonneborn Sonolastic® NP 2 as the weatherproofing
sealant for the District Post Office Project. Dale, a product approver for the project,
made the following observations:

- NP 2 base contains Toluene Diisocyanate.

- Silver Brite Alum Pigment contains Toluene.

- Bronze has Xylene and Toluene.

All are on the list of 17 chemicals we have agreed with the
EPA not to use – I cannot approve those products.”

This decision was based on the instruction to “Maintain and check Material Safety Data
Sheets (MSDS) for all chemical products used in your operation to see if they contain
one or more of the 17 chemicals targeted for elimination.”

Dow Corning® brand Solutions
Dow Corning® 795 Silicone Building Sealant was successfully substituted as the
weatherproofing sealant for the Oklahoma City District Post Office Project because the
product’s MSDS confirms that it does not contain any of the chemicals on the EPA list.

Whenever you have questions about a silicone sealant’s suitability for a green construc-
tion project, check the product’s MSDS.

Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED)
The LEED Green Building Rating System™ is a voluntary, concensus-based national
standard for developing high-performance sustainable buildings.

“

1. Benzene

2. Cadmium (and compounds)

3. Carbon Tetrachloride

4. Chloroform

5. Chromium (and
compounds)

6. Cyanides

7. Dichloromethane or
Methylene Dichloride

8. Lead (and compounds)

9. Mercury (and compounds)

10. Methyl Ethyl Ketone

11. Methyl Isobutyl Ketone

12. Nickel (and compounds)

13. Tetrachloroethylene or
Perchloroethylene

14. Toluene

15. Trichloroethane

16. Trichloroethylene

17. Xylene

EPA Toxic Chemicals List

… continued on back
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Why Dow Corning Silicone Sealants Make Environmental,
Performance and Economic Sense
Silicone products last longer than organic products and need to be replaced less often.
Therefore, the waste generated during recaulking over the life of the building is less.

Something to think about: If a silicone sealant has a greater-than-20-year service
life, while its organic counterpart needs to be cut out and replaced every seven years,
the garbage and solvent usage that results from sealing (and resealing) the building
with an organic sealant will be at least three times greater than it would be if a silicone
sealant were used.

Building owners and project leaders who are concerned about green construction and
the use of environmentally friendly products can rest assured that Dow Corning
sealants are their best sealant choice. While the initial purchase price may be higher for
Dow Corning silicone sealants, specifying them over organic-based sealants will result in

• superior waterproofing performance,

• longer service life,

• less recaulking for less time and material waste,

• a better environmental profile and,

• in the long-run, a more cost-effective installation.

The Rest of the Story
Dow Corning offers an outstanding range of high-performance, environmentally
friendly silicone structural glazing and weatherproofing solutions. But materials are
only part of the story.

Dow Corning also has an industry-wide reputation for providing knowledgeable
technical service and support, an outstanding warranty program and a reliable global
product supply. For more than 50 years, Dow Corning materials have set the industry
standard for durability, weatherability and reliability.

For materials, service and support you can trust, depend on Dow Corning.

LIMITED WARRANTY INFORMATION – PLEASE READ CAREFULLY

The information contained herein is offered in good faith and is believed to be accurate.  However,
because conditions and methods of use of our products are beyond our control, this information should
not be used in substitution for customer’s tests to ensure that Dow Corning’s products are safe,
effective, and fully satisfactory for the intended end use. Suggestions of use shall not be taken as
inducements to infringe any patent.

Dow Corning’s sole warranty is that the product will meet the Dow Corning sales specifications in
effect at the time of shipment.

Your exclusive remedy for breach of such warranty is limited to refund of purchase price or replace-
ment of any product shown to be other than as warranted.

DOW CORNING SPECIFICALLY DISCLAIMS ANY OTHER EXPRESS OR  IMPLIED
WARRANTY OF FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE OR MERCHANTABILITY.

DOW CORNING DISCLAIMS LIABILITY FOR ANY INCIDENTAL OR CONSEQUENTIAL
DAMAGES.

Dow Corning is a registered trademark of Dow Corning Corporation.

We help you invent the future is a trademark of Dow Corning Corporation.

Sonolastic is a registered trademark of Sonneborn.

LEED Green Building Rating System is a trademark of the U.S. Green Building Council.
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